STATE OF MAI NE ORDER DENYI NG REQUESTS
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COVMM SSI ON FOR WAl VERS

Septenber 1, 1998
HOULTON WATER COVPANY/ VAN BUREN Docket No. 98-647

LI GHT & POWNER DI STRI CT
Request for Wiver of Chapter 309

Bill Unbundling and Illustrative
Bills
VAN BUREN LI GHT & POWNER DI STRI CT Docket No. 98-660

Request for Extension of
Ef fecti ve Date of Unbundl ed
Bills to March 1, 1999

VELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT, Conmi ssi oner

On August 18, 1998 Houl ton Water Conpany (in its capacity as
a consuner-owned electric utility) and Van Buren Light and Power
District requested a waiver of all requirenents of Chapter 309
(Bill Unbundling and Illustrative Bills), pending a determ nation
that retail conpetition will exist in their service territories.
Houl ton and Van Buren correctly state that the Comm ssion is
conducting a “Study of Northern Mii ne Connections to the New
Engl and Gid” in Docket No. 97-586.

The requirenent that all electric utilities unbundle their
bills is established by statute. 35-A MR S.A § 3213(1). The
Comm ssion has no authority to waive a statutory requirenent.
Section 7 of Chapter 309 (Bill Unbundling and Illustrative Bills)
permts the Comm ssion to waive the provisions of the Chapter.

The unbundling requirenent is, of course, contained in the
Chapter, but the requirenent in the rule is nmerely a restatenent
of the statutory requirenent. Accordingly, we deny the request
for waiver of all requirements of Chapter 309.

In the event that its request for a waiver in Docket No.
98- 647 is denied, Van Buren, in Docket No. 98-660, has requested
in the alternative that the Comm ssion waive the requirenment that
it provide unbundled bills to custonmers on January 1, 1999. Van
Buren has requested that this date be delayed until March 1
1999, because it clains that revisions to its billing systemw ||
not be finished by January 1, 1999. The requirenent that bill
unbundl i ng conmence on January 1, 1999 is also contained in the
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statute. 35-A MR S. A 8 3213(1). As discussed above, we do not
have authority to waive a statutory requirenent, and we nust
t herefore deny Van Buren’s alternative for request for waiver.!?

Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 1st day of Septenber, 1998.
BY ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COW SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: WELCH
NUGENT

'Van Buren has been aware of the statutory requirenent since the
passage of the Electric Industry Restructuring Act in 1997.
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NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MRS A 8 9061 requires the Public Uilities Comm ssion
to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding witten notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at
t he concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of
adj udi catory proceedings are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order nay be
request ed under Section 6(N) of the Comm ssion's Rul es of
Practice and Procedure (65-407 C MR 11) within 20 days of
the date of the Order by filing a petition with the

Comm ssion stating the grounds upon which consideration is
sought..

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be
taken to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal wth the Adm nistrative
Director of the Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320
(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73 et
seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or

i ssues involving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320 (5).

Not e: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not
indicate the Commi ssion's view that the particul ar docunent
may be subject to review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure
of the Comm ssion to attach a copy of this Notice to a
docunent does not indicate the Comm ssion's view that the
docunent is not subject to review or appeal.



